
Minutes 
Nevada State Emergency Response Commission 

First Quarterly Meeting 
Clark County Government Center 

500 S. Grand Central Parkway, Pueblo Room 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
January 12, 2006 

 
Members Present      Members Not Present Staff 
Richard Brenner, Co-Chair Carl Byrd   Karen Kennard 
Richard Mirgon, Co-Chair Larry Farr       Suzanne Adam 
Susan Crowley  Lawrence Jacobsen  Glade Myler 
Tom Czehowski  Verl Jarvie  
John Helmreich  Dennis Nolan 
Jim O’Brien   Frank Siracusa   Guests  
Tom Porta           Tracie Martindale 
B. Jim Reagan       Stacey Giomi  
Doyle Sutton       Gary Hames  
Douglas Webb       Jim Najima 
            
  
I. Call to Order 
 Richard Brenner, Co-Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. 
 
II. Introductions 

Members, guests and staff introduced themselves as shown above. 
 

III. Approval of October 13, 2005 meeting minutes 
Jim O’Brien made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2005 
SERC Fourth Quarterly meeting.  Tom Czehowski seconded the motion which 
was approved unanimously.  
 

IV. Public Comment 
No public comment.  

 
V. Old Business 

A. *Discussion/Action regarding Lander County LEPC, which remains out 
of compliance with EPCRA and administrative requirements for 2006 
SERC grant awarded in April 2005 
Karen Kennard stated a letter was sent to Lander County August 30 with no 
response from the County Commission or the LEPC chair.  Ms. Kennard sent 
a second letter December 20 to the County Commissioners, Mr. Byrd and the 
District Attorney’s office since Lander County was also out of compliance 
with federal laws.  As a result of this action, the Assistant D.A. of Lander 
County advised Ms. Kennard administrative staff was being provided by the 
D.A.’s office to assist the LEPC with working on all the compliances.   



Ms. Kennard suggested more time be given to work with the new staff.    
 
A discussion ensued about past difficulties with Lander County law 
enforcement’s involvement with the LEPC.  With changes in law enforcement 
staff, participation should be imminent.  Ms. Kennard advised Larry Farr has 
volunteered to meet with Lander County staff.  
 
No action was taken. 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Local Emergency Planning Committee Updates 

                  Douglas Co. – Richard Mirgon advised there was nothing to report.  
                  Clark Co. – Mr. O’Brien reported the LEPC is also Clark County’s Urban  
                  Area working group for Homeland Security and has been very busy planning     
                  for the 2006 grant cycle.   
                  Initiatives are being taken to address alerting and notification strategies for  

      communicating emergency information for the deaf and hearing impaired.      
      Mineral Co. – Tracie Martindale advised there was nothing to report.   
      Ms. Martindale is new to the LEPC. 
      Carson City – Stacey Giomi advised Carson City is working on grants.  The  
      LEPC has been very successful in doing a Citizen Corp Council Community     
      Emergency Response Team (CERT) program and has completed two full  
     CERT classes. The classes have proven to be beneficial during the recent  
      flood event.  In a month, Carson City will begin a CERT program in  
      one of the high schools.  Mr. Giomi advised, to his knowledge, it is the first  
      one to be done in Nevada.      
      Storey Co. – Gary Hames stated communication has been the forefront for the  
      Storey County LEPC.  Storey County is working on forming corporate  
      subcommittees for the LEPC.  Mr. Hames advised there has been massive  
      growth in Storey County.                                                
      Nye Co. – Ms. Kennard advised Nye County is in compliance.  
    
B.  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Update 

Ms. Kennard relayed that Mike Ardito could not be present at this meeting,  
due to his involvement in Louisiana dealing with Hurricane Katrina.   
Mr. Arditio did provide a handout for review.   
 

 C.   U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency Update  
Ms. Kennard advised there was no report for FEMA.  There has not been any 
information as to who will replace Jim MacAulay.      

 
 D.   Occupational Safety and Health Administration Update 

Tom Czehowski advised OSHA is still dealing with situations resulting from 
the World Trade Center disaster.  OSHA has hundreds of staff in New 
Orleans, as well as several other areas hit by hurricanes.  

     



E. Division of Emergency Management 
Frank Siracusa was absent from the meeting.  No report. 

 
F. Division of Environmental Protection Update 

Mr. Porta stated that SB16 which passed in the last Legislative session  
allowed the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) to use a 
portion of the petroleum fund to employ a fulltime staff for an environmental 
response for petroleum-related incidents.  NDEP is in the process of hiring 
the staff.  Once the staff is onboard, agencies will be notified, advised what 
NDEP’s capabilities and roles are, and develop some protocols.   
 
NDEP has been contacted by Washoe County Health District to help remove 
a couple dozen barrels as a result of the recent flood in Reno.  Washoe 
County is identifying the barrels and NDEP will have the barrels removed.   

 
G. Nevada State Fire Marshal Update 

Mr. Brenner stated Chad Hastings is not present.  Doyle Sutton, retired from 
State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO), stated he was not representing the 
SFMO but did relate the SFMO sent a letter to all fire departments in the 
State to get as many users of the fire marshal’s system to attend the  
January 19 – 20, 2006 State Board of Fire Services’ meeting.  There will be 
discussion on some of the reports that have been published in the past, the 
last audit of the SFMO, etc.  Also, other items to be discussed are the role 
and funding of the SFMO.  Mr. Sutton encouraged Mr. Brenner, or someone 
from SERC to attend and support SERC’s needs.    

 
 H.    Legislative Committee Report 
         Dick Mirgon stated the Committee will be meeting in the next couple of  
         months.  Ms. Kennard stated in a conversation with Senator Nolan, he   
                    advised, since there are procedures in place regarding the $60.00 on  
                    the permit fees, not to submit a Bill Draft Report (BDR) to change that  
                    unless it is going to be tied into another BDR.   

 
I.    Strategic Planning Committee Report 

Susan Crowley advised the committee has not met between the last meeting 
and now.  The committee will be meeting with the start of 2006.   

 
J.    Funding Committee Report 
         Mr. Brenner advised the Committee approved the Hazardous Materials    
         Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) “mid-cycle” grant application for  
         Carson City.   
 
K.    Bylaws Committee Report 
         Mr. Brenner advised the committee has not met for awhile.  Larry Farr is  
         committee chair.   
 



L.    Information Technology Committee Report 
   Mr. Mirgon advised the committee has not met for awhile.   

 
M.    Policy Committee Report 

1. *Discussion/Action on possible development of a policy to accept  
faxed or e-mailed documents   
Mr. O’Brien advised for Policy 8.13, the language was amended and  
recommended for adoption by the SERC to change the language in C 
and D to include “or e-mail” at the end of the sentences.  In section E, 
change the second to the last word from “and” to “or” e-mail.   

 
         Tom Porta moved to accept the policy with changes as submitted.   

Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was unanimously approved. 
   

2.  *Discussion/Action on possible revision to SERC Policy 8.1,        
                  “Review of Annual Hazardous Materials Response Plan and  
                  Exercise Report form,” regarding requirement for annual exercise   
                  and requiring advanced notice of exercise 

            Mr. O’Brien stated Policy 8.1 was a question of whether EPCRA  
            requires LEPCs to conduct exercises annually.  There is no federal    
            requirement LEPCs conduct exercises annually.  However, the    
            Committee felt the SERC should adopt a policy to conduct exercises    
            of the Hazardous Materials Response plan annually.  The Committee  
            recommended changes to SERC Policy 8.1 as striking reference to  
            EPCRA requiring the annual exercise.  Mr. O’Brien advised the  
            Committee also recommends added language to require LEPCs to  
            notify SERC at least two weeks prior to the exercise so staff, SERC  
            members and other LEPCs may participate in or observe the exercise.   
            Mr. O’Brien recommended the SERC approve the revisions as  
            recommended by the Committee.   

 
Tom Czehowski made a motion to accept the revisions as    

            recommended.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was                
            unanimously approved.  

 
3. *Discussion/Action on possible revision to SERC policy 8.3,  

                             “Certified Assurances and Compliance Certification,” regarding        
                             the requirement to submit an affidavit of publication and to  
                             include the requirement for advance notice to LEPC meetings    

Mr. O’Brien advised on page two, number 2b where there was 
proposed added language, notify scheduled meetings with SERC seven  
days in advance.  The discussion amongst the Policy Committee and 
others who were in attendance was the open meeting law already 
requires submission of an affidavit of publication three working days 
prior to the meeting.  Mr. O’Brien advised the Policy Committee 
recommended no action be taken, and recommends SERC also take no 



action.   
 
      4.     *Discussion/Action on possible revision to SERC Policy 8.6,    

       “Reporting,” deleting reference to EPCRA requiring annual  
        exercises   

Mr. O’Brien advised this relates to the discussion earlier about 
exercise requirements by EPCRA.  The Committee recommended  
striking the exercise requirements by EPCRA and referencing new 
language in section B1, the SERC Policy 8.1 mandates the 
performance of exercises.  On the last page, on the procedures area in 
the last line, the Committee recommended striking the reference to 
EPCRA.  Mr. O’Brien recommended the SERC approve and adopt 
Policy 8.6 as amended.  Ms. Crowley made a motion SERC approve 
and adopt Policy 8.6 as amended.  Jim Reagan seconded the motion 
which was unanimously approved.     

 
3.   *Discussion/Action on possible revision to SERC policy 8.3,   
        “Certified Assurances and Compliance Certification,” regarding           
        the requirement to submit an affidavit of publication and to  
        include the requirement for advance notice to LEPC meetings 

  Number M3 of this agenda was revisited.  Mr. O’Brien recommended  
  the SERC approve and adopt the edited version of 8.3 which strikes the  
  reference to EPCRA, but not the proposed additional language in 2b.   
  Ms. Crowley made a motion SERC approve and adopt the edited    
  version of Policy 8.3 which strikes the reference to EPCRA, but not  
  the addition of the language in 2b.  John Helmreich seconded the    
  motion which was unanimously approved. 

 
5.   *Discussion/Action on possible revision to SERC Policy 8.9,     
        “LEPC submission of Bylaws and Membership lists,” to change   
        due date from 3-31 to 1-31 

                        Mr. O’Brien advised the changes were under procedures A, the bolded             
                         “January 31.”  The whole point of this was to consolidate reporting  

      dates so LEPCs had fewer reporting dates to keep in mind and bylaws  
      and memberships would be submitted along with the plan review.   
      Mr. O’Brien recommended the SERC approve and adopt the edited      
      Policy 8.9.  Mr. Reagan made a motion to approve and adopt the     
      edited Policy 8.9.  Mr. Czehowski seconded the motion, which was   
      approved unanimously.  Mr. Reagan added to the motion SERC  
      accepts the addition which will go into effect in 2007.   
      Tom Czehowski seconded the motion which was unanimously  
      approved.   
 

       The SERC took a 10 minute break.   
 

 



N. *Discussion/Action on Federal FY 2007 United States Department of 
Transportation (USDOT), Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Preparedness Grant (HMEP) application request and providing Co-
chairs final authority to approve submission of application.   
Ms. Kennard stated this application request is consistent with the 
application SERC has been submitting in the past two years.  The HMEP 
funding for SERC was going to be increased; however, the additional 
appropriation did not pass Congress.  Ms. Kennard is working to get 
additional information on the commodity flow study and see if this is the 
direction to go.  Ms. Kennard advised she would like lee-way to submit a 
copy to SERC members via e-mail if anything changes in the application 
prior to the due date and have approval done by the Co-chairs.   
Mr. O’Brien made a motion providing the Co-chairs authority to approve 
the final application and give Ms. Kennard the option of submitting any 
changes to the SERC via e-mail.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which 
was unanimously approved.   
 
Glade Myler advised HMEP funding may get drawn into the Homeland 
Security process in the future.     
 
Ms. Kennard added due to the HMEP offices moving, the July 1 due date 
for this application has been moved up to April 1.   
 

O.      *Discussion/Action to approve the purchase of the hazardous      
materials database application, customization, software, hardware, 
system conversion, training and project management in the amount of 
$150,000.  The Department of Public Safety Technology Bureau will 
fund $34,152 to build the appropriate infrastructure.  Current SERC 
Highway Fund technology operation budget will fund $7,899.  Online 
payment transaction fees will be paid by the State Fire Marshal’s 
Division and the SERC from fees collected.  Remaining costs to be paid 
from $90,000 SERC fee funds withheld from 2006 grant awards and 
from SERC reserves  
Ms. Kennard stated there have been staff changes within the Department of  
Public Safety/IT Division.  Due to the manager transferring, workflow has  
slowed down. As of last week, the basic approval of SERC Technology 
Investment Request (TIR) by the DPS/IT staff has been made.  The TIR is 
now pending final approval from the Dept. of Information Technology 
(DoIT).  Since the DoIT assisted Ms. Kennard in the preparing the TIR, no 
problems are expected in the approval.  Ms. Kennard has submitted the 
sole source request to the Purchasing Division which is also awaiting 
approval.  Ms. Kennard went on to state the spreadsheet of the estimated 
cost of the project includes the infrastructure for doing the database 
separate from the DPSs’ criminal records infrastructure.   The DPS/IT has 
identified some funding they can use to pay for the infrastructure which 
would provide for the web server, database server, and test server resulting 



in savings to the SERC.  Ms. Kennard noted this phase of the project does 
not include the GIS module due to the need for additional information after 
implementation of the database.       
 
The backup server and software added approximately $20,000 to full cost.  
It will be SERC’s decision as to whether there should be a backup system.    
 
There was a discussion about which agencies were paying which costs.  
Ms. Kennard advised neither DoIT or DPS/IT have the staff to do the 
project management.     
   
Ms. Crowley made a motion the SERC authorize expenditure up to 
$150,000, $125,000 of which can be spent without additional Co-chair 
authorization for purchases as stated in the cost spreadsheet, including the 
backup server.  Mr. Porta seconded the motion which was unanimously 
approved.    

            
P.        Executive Director Report 

                       1.  Update on Nevada Administrative Codes (NAC)   
                            Ms. Kennard advised the Legislative Council Bureau is working on  
                            drafting the NACs and is waiting on the response to the requirement of  
                            the annual exercise per EPCRA, item M2 on this agenda, and the  
                            resolution of the possible conflict in the license plate funding.  There  
                            will be public hearings and additional SERC meetings to do approvals  
                            on the NACs, which need to be done before the end of the fiscal year.   
                       2.  Update on License Plate Funding  

Ms. Kennard advised over 12,500 license plates were sold through 
December 31, which gives the SERC approximately $312,000 on the 
sale.  There has been an additional $110,000 in renewal fees.  This 
increases the budget $422,000.     
Anyone wanting a low number license plate must contact Ms. Kennard 
by January 18.  DMV will distribute the remaining plates throughout 
the State.   

                        3.  Update on Illinois Lawsuit  
                             There is no future date set.  Ms. Kennard will continue to check with  
                             Illinois.   
  4.  Update on “Fire Pal” 
        Fire Pal is sponsored by the National Association of SARA Title III   
                              Program Officers (NASTTPO).  Ms. Kennard’s counterpart in Oregon  
                              is negotiating with the holder of the copyright on the Fire Pal software.  
                              The SERC will provide copies of this disc to the LEPCs so they may   
                              provide this information to local schools to help children identify  
                              hazardous materials.  The cost will be $2500.  Since SERC decided to  
                              move forward with looking into purchasing this software,  

      Ms. Kennard has found funds are available to use out of HMEP  
                              planning money.   



   
5.   Update on Biennial Budget Process 

        Ms. Kennard stated this is a base-budget year, and requested   
                              everyone turn in travel claims.  The next biennial funding is going to  
                              be based on this year’s expenditures.   
 

      HazMat Explo9 was another success this year.  A new contractor was   
      hired for the conference coordination.  They were able to draw a few  
      more vendors and have new plans for upcoming years, as well as new  

                              courses.  Souvenirs did not go over well.  It was suggested at the  
                              next HazMat Explo other agencies who want to do a fundraiser may  
                              want to do the souvenirs.     
 
                               SERC administrative office internal policies have been updated.   
                               Internal controls have been completed and approved by the DPS  
                               internal auditor.     
 
         Ms. Kennard mentioned at the last SERC meeting, EPA made   
                               a proposal for changing the frequency of submitting TRI reports;   
                               maybe going to every other year.  Ms. Kennard pointed out TRI’s  
                               bring in approximately $140,000 per year to SERC fees that are  

       granted to eligible applicants.  EPA is looking to expand Form A.   
       SERC only collects fees on Form R.  Ms. Kennard recommended  
       if Form A is expanded, the SERC may apply fees to this report also.   
       EPA has to act on this proposal no less than 12 months but within 24    
       months.  It will then take EPA 3 to 4 years to actually enact it.   
       Ms. Kennard spoke to Senator Nolan and he suggested SERC  
       might want to consider a resolution urging Congress not to approve  
       EPA’s proposal.  The Legislative Committee might consider  
       proposing a resolution.  Mr. Mirgon suggested Ms. Kennard draft a  
       letter to the congressional delegation from Richard Brenner and  
       himself encouraging them not to support EPA’s proposal.   

 
        Ms. Kennard advised SERC grant applications will be sent to LEPCs  
        and the Fire Marshal’s Office for the fiscal year 2007 grant awards.   

 
                                The next SERC meeting will be April 13 in either Carson City or             
                                Reno.   
   
VII.     ADJOURNMENT 
 Mr. Czehowski made a motion to adjourn at 11:55 a.m. 
 

   
 


